Partnerships Project Renewal Initiative

Announcement 

August 2010

Following the closure of the Provincial Offices for Infant Development Programs (IDP) and Supported Child Development Programs (SCD), the Transition Planning Working Group (TPWG) recommended that the remaining funds and responsibility for the Partnership Project Renewal Initiative be transferred to the Comox Valley Child Development Association (CVCDA).  The transfer has now taken place and the work to complete the remaining Partnerships modules and support ongoing implementation of the modules can now be resumed.

While the CVCDA is the new host agency, the Partnerships Project Steering Committee remains active and continues to provide ongoing overall direction and linkage to the host agency to ensure the integrity of the project as a whole is maintained.  The CVCDA will play a similar role to that of the Developmental Disabilities Association (DDA), who previously held the funds as the host agency for the IDP Provincial Office.

Liz Cox will continue in her role as Project Manager for the duration of the renewal phase.  As outlined in the Partnerships Project workplan, once this phase is complete, ongoing implementation will be the focus.

Partnerships Project Update August 2010
Status of the Partnerships Project module revisions 

Completed:  The following four modules have now been revised and are available for delivery in communities. These include facilitator and participant manuals and two resource manuals. 

1. Partnerships in Positive Approaches to Behaviour (previously titled Addressing Challenging Behaviour)
2. Partnerships in Creating Inclusive Child Care Settings
3. Partnerships in Promoting Participation and Function (previously titled OT/PT)

4. Partnerships in Communication (previously titled Speech and Language)

Completed:  The following module was revised by the BC Family Hearing Resource Centre (BCFHRC) and is now offered through them using their staff as facilitators.

5. Partnerships in Supporting Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  To schedule a workshop for this module, contact BCFHRC directly at info@bcfamilyhearing.com 

or 1-877-584-2827.

Additional module:  

6. An addition to the original Partnerships Project modules is the module entitled Partnerships in Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). This module was funded and developed outside of the Partnerships Renewal Initiative. On January 14, 2010 the FASD training module was transferred to the Partnerships Project and is available for delivery in communities.
Not yet completed: 

7.
The Partnerships in Family Centred Practice module revision is in progress.  

· Working group members are providing feedback and content to the writer, and the goal is to have a final draft for pilot completed by the fall of 2010.

· Pilots in two or three selected communities will be offered in the late fall 2010 /winter 2011.

· Post pilot revisions will be compiled with a final version completed in the spring of 2011

Other Work in Progress:

· The Partnerships Project website will be revised, and updated to ensure content is current, and the completed modules are uploaded onto the site.

· The Nursing Support Services resource manual has been updated and revised to reflect current policy and practice.  It will be available via links on the partnerships website. 
· The Enhancing Accessibility resource manual has also been updated and revised.  It too will be available via links on the partnerships website
· All modules are in the process of getting a new look.  The committee is working with a graphic designer to ensure the modules have a similar format and appearance.  Once the “packaging and design” work is complete (goal for this work is fall 2010/winter 2011), all facilitators who have been trained will receive the final completed version.
Training and Resources Update:

Facilitator Training:  The Partnerships Project modules are designed to be delivered by trained facilitators.  Over the past two years, as part of the piloting process, several Facilitator Training sessions have been offered and a significant number of Infant Development Consultants, Supported Child Development Consultants, Speech Language Pathologists (SLP), Occupational Therapists (OT) and Physical Therapists (PT) have taken advantage of these training sessions.  Future training sessions will be scheduled as soon as possible to reach more professionals and ensure that the Partnerships Projects are available across the province.

Training Resources: All of the above modules (with the exception of Partnerships in Supporting Children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing) come with facilitator and participant manuals, dvds, and other resources and articles.  These resources are loaned from the Partnerships Project to agencies with trained facilitators.  All staff trained as facilitators should have received an email (Dec. 2009/Jan 2010), from the Project Manager, with the most recent version of the module they were trained to deliver, along with a request for a mailing address in order to send facilitators the training resources.
Note: If you are a trained facilitator and have not received either the manuals via email or the training resources by surface mail, please contact Elizabeth Cox at eocox@shaw.ca to provide your mailing address. 

Kits: While most modules are completely available electronically, there are two modules that come with ‘kits’ of resource materials that require shipping.  These two modules are FASD and Promoting Function and Participation.  There are five kits available for each module (one per region).  If trained facilitators wish to offer a training session in their community they should contact the project manager, Elizabeth Cox, at eocox@shaw.ca, at least two months in advance to ensure availability and to reserve a Kit. 

Offering a Training Session during the Renewal phase: 

a. It is very important that the Partnerships Project maintains up to date and accurate data about use of the Partnerships modules.  Information is collected through the Training Summary sheet that must be completed and submitted to the Project Manager on completion of every workshop.  The form is available from Project Manager, Elizabeth Cox.
b. For the FASD or OT/PT module, contact the Project Manager, Elizabeth Cox, at least 2 months in advance to reserve a Kit.
c. Facilitators are provided with a blank certificate from the Project Manager that can be filled in for participants on completion of the workshop. 
Partnerships Project Steering Committee:

· The Partnerships Steering Committee provides overall direction and linkage to the host agency to ensure the integrity of the project as a whole is maintained. 
· Committee members reflect the diversity of our province including each region, urban/rural, Aboriginal, and areas of practice. The committee includes representatives from IDP and Aboriginal IDP, SCD and Aboriginal SCD, SLP, OT, and PT, ECEBC, early intervention agency organizations and MCFD.  

· Current Steering Committee Membership:

· Diana Elliott - AIDP Provincial Advisor

· Cindy Jamieson - ASCD Provincial Advisor

· Danielle Smith - AID/ASCD (Vancouver Island)

· Sue Sterling - ASCD (Interior)

· James Vitti - SCD (Vancouver Island)

· Juanita Hagman - SCD (North)

· Mary Stewart - IDP (North)

· Bonnie Barnes -IDP (Vancouver Coastal)

· Tanya Brown - (Vancouver Coastal)

· ECEBC - TBA

· Zoe Watt - SLP (North)

· Marian McDougall – SLP (Surrey) 

· Edie Watt - OT/PT (Interior)

· Rowan Kimball - OT/PT (Fraser) 

· Lorraine Aitken - Host Agency and representative for BCACDI

· Lisa Martin – Ministry of Children and Family Development Provincial office 

· Saretta Rogers - MCFD regional representative (Vancouver Coastal)

· Liz Cox - Project Manager

Partnerships Project contact Information:

Partnership Project Renewal Initiative

Project Manager:

Liz Cox

eocox@shaw.ca
Tel: 250-656-5424

Fax: 250-656-1231

Comox Valley Child Development Association (CVCDA)

Executive Director:

Lorraine Aitken

lorraine@cvcda.ca
Tel: 250-338-4288 ext 233
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